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Who are we? 
Fishing & Living is Anova Food LLC’ s initiative to improve fishery sustainability and enhance living 
conditions in fishing communities. Fishing & Living is driven by Anova’s strong commitments to source 
from sustainably managed fisheries and thriving communities. 

Newsletter 

Our focus 
The program was created in 2010 through collaboration with WWF, USAID and other stakeholder, 
sharing a common objective: achieving MSC certification for Indonesian tuna fisheries by means 
of a Fisheries Improvement Program (FIP). Fishing & Living’s philosophy is that sustainable fisheries 
go hand in hand with prosperous fishing communities: therefore the program also focuses on 
community and social aspects of tuna fisheries. Fishing & Living has started similar programs in 
number of other fisheries in the Pacific Ocean. 

Vision & Mission 
Our vision is a sustainably and responsibly 
managed tuna fishery as well as healthy 
and thriving coastal communities of tuna 
fishermen and their families.  
 
Our mission is to drive change on land and 
sea focused on improving tuna fisheries and 
the communities they support. 

A comprehensive approach 
Each tuna fishery is unique and requires 
customized improvement plans to meet its 
conservation needs. Thus, Fishing & Living has 
adopted a comprehensive and adaptable 
approach, focusing on: 
1) Improving Fishing practices 
2) Improving Fisheries management 
3) Improving Fishermen Welfare 
4) Support Community Development 
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Improving scientific data in the handline fishery 
To make informed fisheries management decision, we 
need to know more about the catch, fishing methods 
and species biology. Working with WWF and USAID, 
Fishing & Living has been active in improving the 
knowledge and scientific data of the handline tuna 
fishery through data collection projects. Fishing & Living 
developed its own data collection protocol, now being 
used at 16 landing sites across Indonesia. F&L hired and 
trained port sampling enumerators, organized logbook 
workshops and built partnerships to work with all 
stakeholders such local and national governments, 
industry, universities and NGOs. Currently the data 
collected is stored on I-Fish, a fisheries database shared 
between stakeholders, and steps are being made for the 
government to include this data in their analyses.  

Fishing & Living in Indonesia 

Indonesia has been a primary focus of Fishing & Living’s work. It all started in 2010, when 
Anova took on the bold challenge of bringing the handline yellowfin fishery towards MSC 
certification.	  

Improving fisheries 
management through 
stakeholder engagement 
A crucial aspect of fisheries 
management is to include all 
stakeholders in decision-
making. This is why Fishing & 
Living organizes fishermen 
workshops and marine 
conservation awareness 
campaigns and supports the 
creation of co-management 
councils. Recently, together 
with International Pole & Line 
Foundation (IPNLF), F&L 
supported the creation of 
coastal tuna industry 
association Assosiasi 
Perikanan Pole and Line dan 
Handline Indonesia (AP2HI): a 
move showing Indonesia’s 
tuna industry growing 
engagement for sustainability. 

Improving life in fishing communities 
Recently, activities have focused on FairTrade. Work has 
included participation in the development of the standard and 
field activities such as the formation of fishermen’s cooperatives 
and better fishing practices. 
Other activities include regular beach cleanups, manuals for 
safey-at-sea, donations to local schools, alternative livelihood 
programs and many more…  

Partnership with Indonesian NGO, MDPI 
In January 2014, Fishing & Living partnered with 
an independent Indonesian NGO: Masyarakat 
Dan Perikanan Indonesia (MDPI). MDPI’s work 
goes beyond F&L’s scope as it aims to improve 
all artisanal and small-scale fisheries and related 
communities. With a larger capacity and scope, 
MDPI is Fishing & Living’s main partner in 
Indonesia.  

MDPI’s logo 

F&L enumerator in Lombok 
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Scoping & Planning 
In June 2014, Fishing & Living went on a 2 week scoping trip to meet stakeholders and partners such 
as WWF Vietnam, governmental fisheries authorities, research institutes and regional management 
groups to gain insights into current projects and evaluate where Fishing & Living can provide 
support. Based on this trip and the existing FIP Action Plan, F&L is planning various improvement 
activities, in coordination with WWF and national fisheries management institutions.  

Fishing & Living in Vietnam 

Since 2012, Fishing & Living supported the set up of a Fisheries Improvement Project for the 
yellowfin and bigeye longline/handline fishery. The FIP, coordinated by WWF, was officially 
launched in April 2014	  

Location 
The focus of Fishing 
& Living’s activities 
will be on the 
longline/handline 
fishery based out of 
Tuy Hoa, in the Phu 
Yen Province: one of 
the 3 main tuna 
fishing provinces in 
Vietnam.  

Species caught 
The Phu Yen based longline/handline fishery 
catches Yellowfin (70% of the catch) and Bigeye 
tuna (20%). Yellowfin tuna is currently not 
overfished and not undergoing overfishing 
Bigeye tuna is not currently overfished but 
overfishing is occurring in the Pacific region. 
Other species caught include mahi-mahi, 
wahoo, marlin and oilfish. 

Challenges ahead 
One of the main challenges in achieving sustainability for the handline/longline tuna fishery is 
gathering comprehensive and accurate data on catches and boat activity. Projects are already in 
place in Phu Yen to address this but needs support for increasing awareness and compliance 
among fishing communities. Additionally, traceability in the fishery also needs improvement. Lastly, 
bycatch mitigation measures (e.g. circle hooks) need better implementation through increased 
awareness and enforcement. Fishing & Living is already planning to address these issues, together 
with partners and stakeholders. 

Fishing gear 
The fishery uses 2 types of gear: longline (10%) and 
handline (90%-main gear). Handline uses a single 
hooked line attached to a bamboo pole and is 
characterized with low by catch rates and low 
environmental impacts. Longlines are made of hooked 
branch lines that are attached to a long main line.  
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Fishing & Living Pacific Islands 

Cook Islands 
An MSC pre-assessment was completed in 
April 2013. The albacore section of the 
fishery is currently undergoing MSC full 
assessment. The yellowfin section of the 
fishery is now in a Fisheries Improvement 
project. After a FIP scoping visit in July 2013, 
Fishing & Living has been involved as a co-
leader of the FIP. Fishing & Living and its 
partners are currently organizing crew 
trainings on by catch reduction and best 
practices for handling and release of sea 
turtles, sharks and other protected species. 
These trainings are scheduled for August 
2014. 

In July 2013, Anova Fishing & Living and Luen Thai Fishing Ventures partnered to conduct a 
number of Fisheries Improvement Projects in the Cook Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands. Fisheries in these locations use longline 
to catch mainly yellowfin and albacore tuna. 

Federated States of Micronesia 

An MSC pre-assessment was conducted in 
2012 but because greater detail is needed, 
a new MSC pre-assessment will be 
conducted in 2014. The fleet counts 80 
domestically based longliners and mainly 
catches yellowfin tuna with some quantities 
of bigeye tuna. Similar improvements to 
those needed in the Cook Island fisheries 
can be expected and will be revealed by 
the new pre-assessment. 

Marshall Islands 
An MSC pre-assessment was conducted in 2012 and a FIP is in 
place for some boats. Therefore, Fishing & Living wishes to 
complement the current FIP by focusing on the other fishing 
vessels. Negotiations with other FIP leaders and partners are 
currently taking place to define roles and responsibilities. The 
longline fishery catches Yellowfin and Bigeye tuna. 

For more detail and the latest updates on our work, please visit our website at fishing-
living.org or contact us at info@fishing-living.org 
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