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Indonesian Handline fishery FairTrade program- progress 
to date 
After almost a year of being certified, the Indonesian Fair 
Trade program for the Handline tuna fishery is currently 
undergoing a its first annual assessment. The program has 
already had a significant impact on the life of fishermen 
and fishing communities and now includes over 400 
handline fishermen and 20 fishermen associations, spread 
across 4 regions in Eastern Indonesia. MDPI, Anova Food 
USA’s partner in the field, has been working relentlessly to 
encourage and train new fishermen to join the program. 
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Fishing & Living newsletter! Bringing you recent news of Fishing & Living’s international 
work in sustainable fisheries, including news from the on-going Fair Trade program for Handline fishery in Indonesia, updates 
from the Vietnam and Micronesia Fishery Improvement Programs, Indonesia’s progress towards MSC certification of its 
Handline fishery and much more! 

Fishermen Associations have been receiving Fair Trade 
premiums and planning how these will fund community 
projects. To date, projects have included new water 
distribution and waste disposal infrastructure and purchase of 
additional Safety at Sea equipment. 

How Fair Trade works? 
When joining the program, fishermen must form a 
fishermen association which becomes the platform for 
discussing environmental management of the fishery and 
community development. Fishermen receive an equitable 
price for their catch and can use the Fair Trade premium 
to invest in projects that improve the welfare of the 
community. To identify and prioritize improvements, 
fishermen associations, with the support of MDPI, 
conduct a needs assessment. Premium plans are then 
develop to allocate the premium funds to various 
projects. To learn more, click here. 

Fishermen training 
To ensure fishermen meet the FairTrade standard, MDPI 
conducts regular training with fishermen associations on 
how to implement the requirements. Topics covered in 
trainings include premium planning and management, 
environmental management and sustainability awareness 
and welfare improvements. To learn more about MDPI’s 
work with Fair Trade, click here. 
 
 
 
 

MDPI trains fishermen on a variety of aspects such as Safety-at-Sea, 

to meet the Fair Trade standard and manage the Fair Trade 

premiums 

Fair Trade awareness workshop lead by MDPI 

Two new Fair Trade sites were added to the program during the course of 

2015. The program now counts 20 fishermen associations and 400 fishermen. 

(Red: certified sites, Green: new sites) 

http://fishing-living.org/
http://fishing-living.org/
http://fishing-living.org/fair-trade-program-indonesia/#sthash.LRSY4d6r.dpbs
http://mdpi.or.id/index.php/our-program/fair-trade
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The Indonesian Handline fishery reviewed for progress against the 
MSC standard 
The Indonesian Tuna Fishery Improvement Project (FIP), which 
includes 5 gear specific FIPs (Longline, Purse-Seine, Handline, Pole & 
Line and Troll) and encompasses 3 tuna species (Skipjack, Yellowfin 
and Bigeye) was reviewed for progress against the MSC standard, in 
May 2015, using the MSC Benchmarking and Tracking Tool (BMT). 
The Handline fishery, supported by Fishing & Living, has been making 
great progress with scores above 0.80 for both the Indian Ocean and 
Pacific Yellowfin (a score of at least 0.80 is needed to be 
recommended for certification). To learn more about the review, 
click here. 
 
 
 

Indonesian Handline tuna fishery to enter MSC full 
assessment by end 2015 
The Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries (MMAF) announced last May at the 
International Coastal Tuna Business Forum, its 
intention fully support the handline fishery to enter 
full assessment by end of year 2015. Delighted with 
this progress, Anova and MDPI are working closely 
with the Handline industry to ensure that all 
requirements are in place for the MSC audit. The 
Handline and Pole & Line Association (AP2HI) has 
been put forward as the client for the assessment. To 
learn more about the announcement, click here. 
 
 
 
 

ISSF Pro-Active Vessel Register piloted for Indonesian small-
scale fisheries 
ISSF, MDPI and its partners are collaborating to pilot ISSF’s 
Pro-Active vessel Register (PVR) to transparently identify 
Indonesian handline and Pole & Line vessels that are 
implementing science-based, sustainable tuna fishing 
practices and have made commitments to prove non-IUU 
fishing through traceability and vessel validation. To read 
more about the program, click here. 
 
 
 

© WWF Vietnam 

Key Achievements in the past 6 months for the Indonesian FIP 

 To ensure efficient and continuous stakeholder 
collaboration, a cross-sector FIP Steering committee was 
formed together with a government lead MSC task force to 
guide collaboration between industry, NGO and government 
with regards to implementing improvements in the field as 
well as preparing for the upcoming MSC full assessment. 

 MMAF, MDPI and IPNLF were involved in a National Tuna 
Harvest Strategy Workshop hosted by MMAF to establish 
the foundations for developing Harvest Control measures for 
Indonesian Tuna fisheries. 

 The Handline and Pole & Line Association (AP2HI) is playing 
a key role in mobilizing these industries and has grown its 
membership to 15 fishing operators and processors. To learn 
more about the association click here. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuna FIP stakeholders at the FIP review meeting in Jakarta, 

Indonesia, May 2015 

A Handline fisherman sticks a PVR label on their boat as a 

validation of their compliance and commitment to sustainable 

fishing practices 

http://fishing-living.org/
http://fishing-living.org/indonesia-tuna-fip-independent-progress-review/
http://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/indonesia-pole-and-line-tuna-fisheries-aim-for-msc
http://mdpi.or.id/index.php/news/item/66-a-collaborative-approach-by-ngos-and-industry-to-test-the-proactive-vessel-register-pvr-of-issf-for-small-scale-fisheries-in-indonesia
http://www.ap2hi.org/?lang=en
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The Micronesian Longline tuna fishery enters new Fishery 
Improvement Project 
The Micronesian Longline tuna fishery was pre-assessed against the 
MSC standard, which marks the beginning of a new FIP for this 
fishery. The pre-assessment is available publically here. Based on 
these results, a FIP Action Plan will be prepared through a multi-
stakeholder consultative process and presented to all interested 
stakeholders in December 2015.  

© Paul Hilton Fair Trade USA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about our work, contact us at info@fishing-living.org  
Visit our website at http://fishing-living.org/ 

Follow us on Twitter @FishingLiving 
Like us our page on Facebook 

© Paul Hilton Fair Trade USA 

Sustainability awareness stakeholder workshop conducted as part of Vietnam FIP 
Over 30 fishermen attended a sustainability awareness workshop, funded by Anova Food USA and organized by Fishing & 
Living, Vinatuna and WWF Vietnam, with strong support from local processor, Hong Ngoc PTE. Government staff from the 
fisheries management department also took part in the workshop, telling participants about the importance of data 
collection, social standards, quality standards and fisheries management for the sustainability of the resource and the future 
of fishing communities. WWF Vietnam and Vinatuna spoke to the workshop about the FIP and how fishermen and 
processors have an important role to play by taking part in improvement activities, such as collecting information on catch 
and effort as well as testing new methods to mitigate unwanted by catch and ecosystem impacts. To learn more about the 
workshop, click here.  

http://fishing-living.org/
http://fishing-living.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/FSM_MSC_PA_July2015_public.pdf
mailto:info@fishing-living.org
http://fishing-living.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fishingandliving?ref=hl
http://fishing-living.org/category/vietnam/#sthash.32p72koW.dpbs

