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Indonesian Handline fishery FairTrade program- Sites 
undergo annual audit and new sites certified 
Following a series of on-site audits that took place in July 
2015, the two certified Fair Trade sites passed against a 
series of additional requirements and maintained their 
certification. Two new sites were also underwent their first 
assessment, adding over 400 fishermen and 23 new 
fishermen associations to the Fair Trade project.  
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Fishing & Living newsletter! Bringing you recent news of Fishing & Living’s international 
work in sustainable fisheries, including news from the on-going Fair Trade program for Handline fishery in Indonesia, updates 
from the Vietnam and Micronesia Fishery Improvement Programs, Indonesia’s progress towards MSC certification of its 
Handline fishery and much more! 

In September 2015, the 27 fishermen associations had received 
over $40,000 US in Fair Trade premium. To date the premium 
has been spent on renovation of public infrastructures, beach 
clean ups and trash cans, first aid kits and life jackets. The  
fishing season has now started again and another large 
premium is expected for this year. Fishermen have been 
reporting larger and more abundant fish. 

Improving the Harvest Strategy on tuna fisheries in 
Indonesia 
In the past year, fisheries experts from Indonesia and 
abroard, NGOs such as MDPI, IPNLF, WWF and SFP and 
members of the industry (e.g. AP2HI) have attended a 
number of Harvest Strategy Workshops to collaborate on 
assessing the status of Indonesian tuna fisheries and 
design an appropriate Harvest Strategy along with Harvest 
Control Rules. A Harvest Strategy determines the social, 
economic and environmental goals of the fishery set as 
Target and Limit Reference Points. Harvest Control Rules 
set the actions needed in case certain threshold are 
reached in order to reach the goals set by the Harvest 
Strategy. This is a key component of sustainable fisheries 
management. 

Improving collaboration in fisheries management 
MDPI with the support of Anova/Fishing & Living and The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) are organizing platforms for 
collaboration through Data Management Committees 
(DMC). These groups gather provincial level government, 
processors, fishermen representatives, universities and 
NGOs to collaborate on fisheries management such as vessel 
registration, scientific fisheries data collection, resolving 
conflicts and any other matter relevant to the provincial 
level. Two of these groups met in November in the Maluku 
and in Seram. 
 
 
 

Fair Trade Information Board in Wamrugut, Maluku Islands, Indonesia 

Video of Fair Trade Handline fishing in the Maluku. To view click here. 

Fair Trade Sites 

http://fishing-living.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw1Ag69AFkJ9Nm9hdXY0X1FIR1U/view
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Vessel Registration 
MDPI, in collaboration with ISSF, as working towards registering 
handline vessels on the ISSF PVR as part of the pilot project for 
implementing the PVR for small-scale fisheries. MDPI is also 
working with the government to ensure compatibility with their 
newly develop vessel registry, R-VIA. Vessels will be audited by 
the end of 2015. 
 
 

Fishing & Living attends Western and Central Pacific 
Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) Meeting 
Every year, fishing and coastal nations of the Western 
Pacific meet to discuss the management of tuna species. 
This year, the WCPFC met in Bali to discuss the 
management of Skipjack, Albacore, Yellowfin and Bigeye 
tuna. Positive steps were taken with regards to data, 
safety of observers and skipjack. However, progress 
remains to be achieved for the management of Bigeye 
tuna, which is currently overfished. 
 
 
 
 

Vietnam FIP undergoes independent progress review 
As part of the annual progress review of the Vietnam Tuna 
Fishery Improvement Project (FIP), a two-day workshop 
was held, bringing together FIP stakeholders to discuss 
progress and necessary actions to meet the MSC standard 
for capture fisheries. The workshop was led by the FIP 
coordination unit: WWF Vietnam and the Vietnam Tuna 
Association (Vinatuna) and attended by various 
stakeholders from industry and government. As part of this 
second FIP review, progress against the 52 milestones was 
evaluated by an independent consultant 
 
 

© WWF Vietnam 

Fishing & Living hired new staff in Vietnam 
As part of its commitment to the Vietnam Yellowfin Tuna Fishery 
Improvement Project (FIP), Anova hired a new Fishing & Living 
staff to implement FIP activities such as logbook improvements, 
supplier engagement, and traceability and fisher awareness. 
Hong, Fishing & Living’s FIP Implementer in Vietnam is based in 
Nha Trang (one of the 3 tuna fishing provinces) and works 
together with national and local governments, NGOs, processors 
and fishermen. Hong took part in the MSC/FIP training in 
October, a week long comprehensive training conducted by 
WWF and the MSC on FIPs and the MSC standard   Welcome 
Hong to the team! 

 
 
 

WCPFC Meeting in Bali, 3-8 December 2015 

Hong, Fishing & Living’s Vietnam FIP Implementer 

Current MSC Scores for the Indonesian Handline Fishery 

Vietnam Yellowfin FIP scores. To meet the MSC standard, the fishery must 

reach an average of 0.8 or higher. 

http://fishing-living.org/
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Fishing & Living conduct environmental assessment of the Fiji Tuna Fishery 
Anova/Fishing & Living is engaging its Fiji based fleets to take part in fishery improvements. The first step to plan for 
improvement activities is to assess the fishery against the MSC standard for sustainable capture fisheries therefore Fishing & 
Living completed an extensive needs assessment to identify the gaps and challenges in the fishery and determine 
appropriate actions. During its site visit in Suva, Fishing & Living met with vessel operators, fishermen, government and the 
University of the South Pacific. The main gaps identified were lack of comprehensive data collection on by catch and 
interaction with Endangered, Threatened and Protected species and need to improve mitigation methods and training of the 
crews.  In addition, as with all tuna fisheries in the western and central Pacific, tuna fisheries management should be 
improved at the regional level. A summary of the assessment can be found here.  
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US Embassy Delegation visits Fishing & Living Indonesia  
In August, the Ambassador of the United States to Indonesia 
(Robert Blake), the Consul General (Heather Variava) and their 
team visited Anova/Fishing & Living and MDPI to learn about 
their work towards sustainable fisheries in Indonesia. Impressed 
with these efforts, Ambassador Blake suggested to follow-up 
with the Ministry of Fisheries of Indonesia to further discuss 
these programs and opportunities for collaboration in improving 
small-scale fishing communities through sustainable fisheries 
and social development. 

© Paul Hilton Fair Trade USA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about our work, contact us at info@fishing-living.org  
Visit our website at http://fishing-living.org/ 

Follow us on Twitter @FishingLiving 
Like us our page on Facebook 
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